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Vermicompost will help the farmers to grow the crops.
Farmers will get more yield and income by using
vermicompost. This is an easy and good project for us. We
have to put cow dung slurry, Agri wastes for filling of
vermibeds. Composting is done with the help of
earthworms and microorganisms at optimum temperature.
Earthworms will digest only 5-10% of the consumed food.

We used Agriwastes and Industrial wastes after oil

extraction from the flowers for the vermicompost
production

Crop residues, Paddy, Wheat & Maize straw, Vegetable
wastes, Wastes from fibre industries, Wastes from oil
extraction industries, Wastes from food processing and
Sugarcane industry, Oil purification industries, seed
production industries., etc.
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We have received 1 Coffee plant, Tarpaulin, 14
sticks, Coconut, Mango plants and 1-27 lessons on

vermicompost production from Jaya Organic Yojana.

We are producing vermicompost with less cost for
our own use. We stopped buying chemical fertilizers.
Now we are using Vermicompost and vermiwash for
the production of crops. By using these, crops will
get more resistance to disease and pests.
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ASTORY or

LORD MALAI MAHADESHWARA

by Eugene Lawrence

The awareness of the importance of soil integrity and fertility was very much in existence in our history
where our farmers practiced the traditional methods of agriculture. An ancient folklore still sung as a
ballad in our villages is a testimony to this.

Applying traditional agriculture practices, our village farmers would follow the seasons and sow and
harvest. Each occasion was a festival heralded with much celebration and joy. At the end of the harvesting
season, the villagers would invite Lord Malai Mahadeshwara to bless the festival and partake with them a
special meal.

Lord Mahadeshwara would descend from his heaven and join the villagers and enjoy the sumptuous menu
consisting of fruits, vegetables, rice and a variety of millets followed by an array of natural deserts made
with exotic millets.

However, with the advent of the emergence of chemical fertilisers, and the push for soil productivity in
order to get greater yields of crops, our farmers were encouraged to use these fertilisers. Over the years,
the farmers prospered, financially benefiting from greater yield and higher volumes of sales. The farmers
forgot their traditional practices and they also forgot about Lord Malai Mashadeshwara.

Soon however, the soil became unproductive and the yields became less and less. Farmers found that
more and more of newer generations of chemical fertilisers had to be used in order to get the desired yield.
In this frenzy of staying productive, farmers began noticing that their lands were getting unproductive and
the soil was getting poisoned. Then they realised that their crops were getting contaminated with
poisonous matter from the fertilisers and even their fruits, although washed many times, had residual
poison. They began to see not only their soil dying but their families also suffering from various horrible
diseases.

Then they remembered their Lord Malai Mahadeshwara.

The villagers gathered and appealed to their Lord to intervene, to help them and remove the catastrophe
visiting them. Lord Mahadeshwara heard the prayers and the lament of the villagers and, pitying them, he
descended upon the earth and visited the villages. He saw how the land had deteriorated and he felt
devastated. He tasted a morsel of food that the villagers had prepared and spat it out.

He vehemently exhorted the villagers, saying “ Oh! You fools! Have you not enjoyed better times when you
ate wholesome, healthy and nutritious food? And did you have to use all these chemical fertilisers to enjoy
such good food? And now, what do you have? This poisonous foul tasting and rancid food? | shall never
visit you again. You do not deserve my blessings!” Saying that, he ascended to his abode and did not visit
the villagers again.

The villagers realised that, unless they changed their ways and reverted to the traditional methods of
agriculture, they will never be bestowed with the Lord’s Blessings again and be abandoned forever. They
stopped using chemical fertilisers and went back to using vermicomposting which had enriched their soil
so much in the past. Soon they noticed that their soil was healing and regaining its fertility. They
discovered next that they were now getting better and healthier crops. Once they saw the change in their
crops and the resultant improvement in their own health, they decided to approach Lord Malai
Mahadeshwara.

Lord Mahadeshwara gave them his ear and heard about their labour to change the land and their lives. He
inwardly approved of it and announced, “I will visit you in the next harvest season and see it for myself”.

He visited them as promised and after the ceremony, he tasted the food laid out for him. He tasted it,
savouring the natural flavour of the food. He said, “Oh! You wonderful people! Now you have understood
the meaning of Good and Healthy food!”

THE SOIL HAS SAVED YOU ALL!
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